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Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is an honour to join you today in my capacity as the Secretary-General’s 

representative on the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Interregional Crime 

and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI), and to do so alongside our valued co-

organizers, partners and friends.  

Let me begin by expressing my appreciation to India and the United Arab Emirates 

(UAE) for convening this event. Both have long championed technological issues 

in counter-terrorism, particularly during their tenure on the Security Council, 

making you natural partners and hosts. I also warmly welcome His Excellency Dr. 

Mohamed Al Kuwaiti, Head of the UAE Cyber Security Council. We are honoured 

to have you with us today. Finally, I am grateful for the strong and mutually 

reinforcing partnership we maintain with the United Nations Office of Counter-

Terrorism (UNOCT) in the space of cyber and new technologies. We have come a 

long way together. 

Ladies and gentlemen, in November 2024 we stood before you to launch the AI-

POL and CT TECH+ initiatives – our flagship efforts funded by the European 

Union and implemented with INTERPOL to support Member States in integrating 

AI and new technologies into law enforcement and counter-terrorism. Since then, 

these initiatives have progressed steadily in their work on organizational readiness, 

capability assessments, and technical training.  

In parallel, global discourse on AI governance has also advanced considerably, 

most notably through the Global Dialogue on AI Governance at the General 

Assembly – a clear sign of growing maturity and inclusiveness in this critical work 

of ensuring we ‘get AI right’. 

Today’s event, however, is not about governance; it is about operations. It reflects 

the emphasis of General Assembly resolution A/RES/78/311 on strengthening 



national capacities so that AI is used safely and responsibly in practice. It also 

builds on the Delhi Declaration and the Abu Dhabi Guiding Principles, which call 

for moving from commitments to implementation. The spirit of today’s discussions 

is therefore about translating policy into practice in the counter-terrorism domain, 

drawing on insights from initiatives such as AI-POL and CT TECH+. 

Before turning to the substantive programme, let me briefly highlight two elements. 

First, the strong representation of AI laboratories and research centres. When we 

speak about operational capability, partnership is essential. Not every counter-

terrorism agency needs to build an AI research centre from the ground up; 

extraordinary expertise already exists in academic hubs that develop, test, and share 

open source AI tools. Leveraging these communities avoids duplication and allows 

resources to be directed where they are most needed. Today’s speakers reflect the 

value of such partnerships and the importance of knowledge flowing from research 

to practice. 

The second element is the emphasis on the cybersecurity dimensions of AI. Much 

global discussion has focused on AI’s promise or on risks such as bias and fairness. 

These are essential, but so too is the security of the systems we use – their 

robustness against manipulation, exploitation, and interference. Cyberattacks on AI 

systems, the jailbreaking of safeguards built into systems, and the poisoning of 

training datasets pose serious risks, especially in a counter-terrorism context. Safe 

and trustworthy AI cannot exist without secure AI, and today we seek to highlight 

this often-overlooked operational challenge. 

Ladies and gentlemen, today’s event is about the operational use of AI in counter-

terrorism, and I must emphasise that effective operational use is responsible use. 

And that is built through the kind of training, practical cooperation, and cross-

sector partnerships that today’s event showcases, just as much as through 

governance and ethical discourse. 



Allow me once again to thank our partners: India, the UAE, and UNOCT, as well 

as INTERPOL and the European Union, for their continued support. We look 

forward to continuing this journey together to ensure that AI strengthens our 

collective efforts to counter terrorism. 

Thank you. 


